
Available Through  ~  Bookshop.org  ~  Ingram Content Group  ~  Amazon  ~  Barnes & Noble  ~  IndieBound 
Fine Book Distributors & Retailers 

Saint Julian Press, Inc. * Houston, TX 77008  *  Ron Starbuck ~ Publisher-CEO 
Phone: 281-734-8721 * Email: ronstarbuck@saintjulianpress.com * Web: www.saintjulianpress.com 

 

1 

Houston, Texas – November 1, 2023 – Press Release:  Saint Julian Press is proud to announce a new 
book of  prose, ON FRIENDSHIP, by Kevin McGrath, to be published on January 30, 2024.  
 

 

ON FRIENDSHIP is a book about the origins of 

consciousness and the place that friendship possesses in 

that process.  As early human beings advanced out of 

Africa and slowly populated our earth they did so in 

terms of walking.  Friendship, more than any other 

emotional experience—rather than kinship—was 

central in that development of incipient awareness.  

The practice of walking was a condition that was 

profoundly inherent in the early composition of 

psyche and this book presents four Walks—in 

Greece, the Windward Isles, western India, and New 

England—as representative of such apprehension.  

Walking is here portrayed as a transcendental and 

philosophical activity and as a constitutive source—

through the work of apperception—of human 

understanding.  It is the development of friendship 

that transformed the experience of the pedestrian 

from one of the most intrinsic sources of the human 

psyche into a situation of moral sentience.  

 

 

On Friendship is an exquisitely beautiful meditation on love, landscape, and memory.  I was transported to distant 

worlds and reminded of the astonishing meaning to be found in nature and human connection.  I loved it …  

 

—Daniel P. Mason 

Assistant Professor in the Department of Psychiatry 

at Stanford University and distinguished novelist  

whose most recent publication is North Woods (2023). 
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On Friendship is that rare book which travels through centuries and across diverse worlds and histories.  It speaks 

in profound ways to those journeys of the mind forged through deep reflection.  Friendship is that central part 

of one’s life which endures in present, past, and future selves.  I believe this book will resonate in the hearts 

and minds of all those fortunate enough to encounter it, long after the last words are read.  

 

—Jayasinhji Jhala 

His Highness the Jhaleshvara of Dhrangadhra State in Gujarat; 

he is also an active film-maker, anthropologist, and historian. 

 
 
 
Kevin McGRATH was born in southern China in 1951 and was educated in England and Scotland; he has lived 

and worked in France, Greece, and India. Presently he is an Associate of the Department of South Asian Studies 

and Poet Laureate at Lowell House, Harvard University. 

 

Publications:  Lioness (1998); The Sanskrit Hero (2004); Flyer (2005); Comedia (2008); Stri (2009); Jaya (2011); 

Supernature (2012), Heroic Krsna and Eroica (2013); In The Kacch and Windward (2015); Arjuna Pandava and Eros 

(2016); Raja Yudhisthira (2017); Bhisma Devavrata (2018); Vyasa Redux (2019); Song Of The Republic (2020); Fame 

(2023); and Causality In Homeric Song (forthcoming 2024). McGrath lives in Cambridge, Massachusetts, with his 

family. 

 
 
 
Publication Date: January 30, 2024 
Paperback:  $25.00 
Publisher:  Saint Julian Press, Inc. 
Language:  English 
Paperback:  200 pages 
Print ISBN-13: 978-1-955194-23-5 
EPUB eBook ISBN-13:  978-1-955194-24-2 
 
 
For a PDF Advance Copy, contact Ron Starbuck. 
 


